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NO. 51. PETER MARTYR AND THE DATE OF SEBASTIAN GABOT's VOYAGE
From De Orbe Novo Decades, Alcala, 1530, Dec. vii, f. xcii b. (The 1530 edition was the first to contain the Seventh Decade, which had been written in 1524.)
Let us return to that country from which we have digressed: either the Bacchalaos discovered by Cabot from England sixteen years ago (anno abhinc sexto decimo), or the Bacchalais, of which more elsewhere; these lands I suppose to be contiguous.
NO. 52. MARCANTONIO CONTARINl'SREPORT ON SEBASTIANCABOT's VOYAGE
From a MS. in the Imperial Library of Vienna.
Marcantonio Contarini, 1536. Report read in the Senate [of Venice].
Sebastian Cabot, the son of a Venetian, who went into England with the Venetian galleys with the desire of discovering countries,.. .had two ships from Henry, King of England, father of the present Henry, who has become a Lutheran and worse, and with 300 men navigated so far that he found the sea frozen.. .whence it was necessary for Cabot to turn back without effecting what he intended, but with a resolve to return to that project at a time when the sea should not be frozen. He found the King dead, and his son cared little for such an enterprise.1
Original Italian in Raccolta di Documenti e Studi dalla R. Commissione Colombiana, Parte in, vol. i, Rome, 1892, p. 137.
NO. 53. THE MANTUAN GENTLEMAN'S DISCOURSE ON SEBASTIAN CABOT'S VOYAGE
From Primo Volume dette Navigation et Viaggi, by Giovanni Battista Ramusio, Venice, - 398-403.
These are the greatest changes and variations of voyages which the spice trade has made in the space of 1500 years, of which having written as much as I have been able to extract from books ancient and modern and from persons who have been there in our times, it seems fitting for me not to grow weary in any way, but to relate a great and admirable
1 This .implies that the voyage began before, and ended after, April ai, 1509, the date of Henry VII's death.